
 
 
 

Plays and Pinot: The Beauty Queen of Leenane 

Synopsis 

In the mountains of Connemara, County Galway, Maureen Folan – a plain, lonely woman, tied to her 

manipulative and ageing mother, Mag – comes alive at her first and possibly last prospect of a loving 

relationship. But Mag has other ideas; and her interference sets in motion a train of events that leads 

inexorably towards the play’s breathtaking conclusion. 

 

As the title indicates, The Beauty Queen of Leenane is set in Leenane, in Western Ireland. The play 

centers around Maureen, an unmarried woman in her early 40s, as she cares for her ailing mother, 

Mag. The two share a turbulent and unhealthy relationship. Mag taunts and insults her daughter, 

and Maureen blames her mother for her unhappiness. The play begins as the two women are invited 

to a going away party hosted by a neighbor. The two begin to fight, and Maureen decides to attend 

the party alone. At the party, Maureen meets Pato. While the two have known each other for many 

years, they never spoke to one another. They bond over their previous experiences of working in 

England, and Maureen brings Pato home for a sexual encounter. The following morning, Mag sees 

Pato in the kitchen. She and Maureen begin fighting again. In the fury of the interaction, Mag reveals 

that she is actually Maureen's caretaker, not the other way around. She goes on to say that Maureen 

was committed to a mental institution, and that she is still mentally unwell. Maureen retorts by 

saying that her mother is senile and cannot discern fact from fiction. The viewer is left to question 

who is truly sane and who is the one telling the truth. After the fight, Maureen reveals to Pato that 

she suffered a mental breakdown many years prior. He remains supportive, though she begins to 

grow upset. He leaves hastily but promises to keep in contact. In a later letter, Pato says that he will 

be moving to America and that he wants Maureen to join him. Before Maureen can read it, Mag 

intercepts the letter and destroys it. In a later conversation Mag mistakenly mentions a secret 

shared between Pato and Maureen, thus revealing that she intercepted the private letter. Maureen 

is outraged and begins to batter her mother. She then proceeds to douse Mag in hot oil, until the old 

woman confesses to reading the letter. Maureen then leaves the house to attend Pato's going away 

party. When Maureen returns from the party, she says that Pato and her agreed to remain faithful to 

one another. Maureen then bashes Mag's head in, killing her. The scene then skips to Mag's funeral, 

where somehow Maureen has not been arrested for Mag's murder. Pato's brother is at the funeral, 

and it becomes evident that Maureen never saw Pato at his going away party. After all, it becomes 

clear that Maureen is the insane character. The play ends as she rocks in Mag's chair while wearing 

one of her sweaters. 

 

About the Playwright 

Born 26 March 1970, Martin McDonagh is a British playwright, screenwriter, producer, and director. 

Born and brought up in London, he is the son of Irish parents. One of the most acclaimed European 

playwrights of the late 20th and early 21st century, Martin McDonagh was the author of several 

Tony-nominated plays, including "The Beauty Queen of Leenane" (1996) and "The Cripple of 

Inishmaan" (1996) before segueing into a successful second career as a film writer and director. 

McDonagh's plays, which bristled with nationalist anger and dark humor as they addressed the 

emotional and political state of Ireland, earned him the praise of critics and theatergoers alike on 



 
 
both sides of the Atlantic. Both were undoubtedly dismayed by his abandonment of theater for film 

in 2006, but his efforts in that field - the Oscar-winning short "Six Shooter" (2006) and the Oscar-

nominated "In Bruges" (2008) - established him as one of the most talented voices in international 

film. As an author, he returned to the stage with "A Behanding in Spokane" in 2010, his first piece to 

be set in America. The Broadway production starred Christopher Walken, who worked for 

McDonagh again in "Seven Psychopaths" (2012), a bloody black comedy co-starring Colin Farrell, 

Sam Rockwell and Woody Harrelson. A truly unique voice in both film and theater, McDonagh 

continued to build his impressive body of work with projects that deftly displayed his humor and ink-

black view of humanity. 

Characters 

 

Maureen Folan 

An unmarried woman living in Leenane, Ireland. Maureen is in her 40s and takes care of Mag, her 

mother. 

Mag Folan 

A difficult older woman of poor health who is cared for by Maureen, her daughter. Aged seventy. 

Pato Dooley 

An acquaintance of Maureen's who finally introduced at a party. They have similar backgrounds, and 

Maureen and Pato become lovers. Aged about forty. 

Ray 

Pato's brother, aged around twenty years old 
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